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were composed. Buddhism was patronised by the
Mauryan kingAsoka. This period during which
Buddhism and Vedic religion flourished may be
taken as the third stage in the History of Hindu
Religion.

Sir, when did the Vedic Religion alone regain its
glory?

Buddhism had made the people passive and weak
against foreign invaders. Pushyamitra, a Brah-
min commander-in-chief, founded the Sunga dy-
nasty in 184 B.C., and restored the glory of the
Vedic Religion. He defeated Bacterian Greeks
and reestablihed the martial spirit of the Hindus.
Patanjali composed the Mahabhashya, a com-
mentary on Paanini's Grammar, and also Raja
Yoga. Parasara wrote a treatise on law.
Nagarjuna, a South Indian Buddhist Monk, put
forward Mathiamiga Sutras on Relativity The-
ory. He was also the Chief exponent of the
Mahayana Buddhism during King Kanishka's
rule. Charaka composed his work on Ayurveda.
In South India the Thirukural, the Silapathikaram
and other Tamil Sanga works were composed.
Sir, when were temples first built?
The period from 300 A.D. to 600 A.D. may be
deemed as Puranic period when Puranas were
composed. In North India Vai.shnavaism was
patronised by Gupta Kings. In South India both
Saivaism and Vaishnavaism were patronised by
Kings. Temples were first built of bricks and later
with stones. Idols of Vishnu, Siva, Kumara,
Vinayaka, Parvati and Lakshmi were worshipped.
Cave temples were built at Ellora. Buddha was
considered an Avatar of Vishnu and Buddhists